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The Call 
By: Pastor Josiah Hoagland 

 

 Have you ever sensed that God was calling you to 
do something? If he was, how would you know? In Gen-
esis 12 we see the call of Abram by God. This wasn’t 
any small thing; Abram was to be the father of all who 
would have faith in God. Despite this monumental bless-
ing, the Bible’s description of Abram’s call is simple. In 
Genesis 12:1-4 we read, “Now the Lord said to Abram, 
“Go from your country and your kindred and your fa-
ther's house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will 
make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I 
will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors 
you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.” 4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told 
him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five 
years old when he departed from Haran.” While the de-
scription of Abram’s call is simple, the profound signifi-
cance of Abram’s faith is astonishing.  

 Firstly, Abram leaves his ancestral homeland (an 
important place to ancient near eastern individuals) to go 
to a place he has never been to follow God whom he has-
n’t known up until this point. Abram is described as 
coming out of Ur of the Chaldeans in Genesis 11:28. 
This is in modern day Iraq where they have discovered a 
Ziggurat that was around when Abram was living. This 
ziggurat was a temple to pagan gods. In Joshua 24:2 we 
read that Abraham once served other gods! So why did 
this pagan idol worshipping person follow the one true 
God whom he did not know when he called him? He-
brews 11:8 tells us that Abraham went out in faith to this 
land that he did not know, and it tells us he did not know 

where he was going! Perhaps it was the awesome majes-
ty of God revealed in the call or maybe that he had some 
inkling that this is the living God, not a false idol calling 
him.  

 Regardless of why Abram became obedient to 
God, he proceeded in faith. Faith in Hebrews is obedi-
ence without perfect knowledge. So, I’ll repeat the same 
line that I began this article with: have you ever sensed 
that God was calling you to do something? I’ve sense 
that call several times in my life. Joining the Army as a 
chaplain’s assistant when I was younger was the call of 
God on my life to minister with soldiers. Being called to 
New Journey Church as your pastor with no pastoral 
leadership experience was certainly a call by God in my 
life to minister alongside of you and to our community. 
Most recently, God has called me again; this time to a 
different role. I recently accepted a call to become a hos-
pice chaplain in Grand Rapids, Minnesota.  

I’ve recognized that God has given me a passion 
for chaplaincy through the military and I’ve recognized 
that is where my gifting most aligns. While I am sorrow-
ful to depart from the family of God that I have gotten to 
know over the past 7 years with New Journey Church, I 
know that God will continue to guide and lead you in 
glorifying him and enjoying him forever. As Martin Lu-
ther so poignantly put it at the Diet of Worms, “to go 
against conscience is neither right nor safe.” There is no 
safer place than to be in the will of God. Thank you for 
the honor and privilege of being able to minister the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ alongside you over the past 7 years. If 
you are ever in Grand Rapids, please feel free to stop by 
and catch up. 

For God alone my soul waits in silence;  

from him comes my salvation. 

He alone is my rock and my salvation, 

my fortress; I shall not be greatly shaken. 

Psalm 62:1&2     



Missionary Update: 
 
"So, How Was Your Summer?" 
 
          It's a question I expect to answer many times in the next 
few days as our staff start arriving back in country. You'll note 
my use of the past tense there. Summer is pretty much over for 
us, with admin planning meetings on Monday and staff orienta-
tion right after that.  
          It's been a very busy summer here. Mary Sue has been 
filling in as housing coordinator, and with 18 apartments to set 
up for new staff and staff who are moving, that's been quite a big 
job. I've helped with that when I've been able, but I've also been 
setting up my new office as our school's curriculum library and 
textbook depository. This involved building lots of bookshelves 
and gathering all of our texts, resources, and workbooks from 
each classroom (see picture of the new office setup). Even Ben-
jamin has spent his summer doing various tasks for the school. 
          At the beginning of July, we were able to attend a confer-
ence for all the Converge missionaries (or global workers, as we 
are now called) who serve in Africa, Europe, and the Mediterra-
nean. It was the first ever conference of this type for our organi-
zation. We enjoyed hearing from our denominational leadership 
as well as from one another about what God is doing in our dif-
ferent ministry areas. 
          The tail end of summer has had an interesting 
twist. Mercy Ships is a medical ministry that brings floating hos-
pitals to various parts of the world to meet medical needs and 
share the gospel. One of their ships will be docked in Dakar for 
the next nine months. Somehow, I got asked to coordinate some 
local projects for a 10-day service training program for the 25 
new crew members on the ship. That just wrapped up this week. 
The team accomplished a lot during their stay, and I enjoyed 
working with these people who have such a heart for helping 
others. My prayer is that their next nine months will yield abun-
dant fruit. 
          And so, to answer the question at the top of this section, it 
has been a good summer and a busy summer, but it 
has not been a vacation.  
 
What's in store for 2019-20    
 
          I've had a different job each year for the last four school 
years. This year, for a change, I expect to stay in the same job 
and settle into some good routines as the curriculum coordina-
tor. In this capacity I will also be doing some coaching of our 
new staff in using our Understanding by Design instructional 
planning model. Beyond that, I look forward to continuing to 
work with our school's administrative team as we set the pace, 
the tone, and the direction for Dakar Academy as God leads us 
forward. 
          One of the big changes for this school year is that we will 
be operating on two separate campuses. We've nearly complet-
ed the inaugural classrooms at Dakar Academy--West, and we 
look forward to being able to serve the needs of families that live 
on the far side of this city. 
          In addition, this year we will be exploring some innovative 
ways that Dakar Academy might be able to help serve mission-
aries who work in areas where there are no schools, and whose 
kids are too young to come to a boarding school like ours. Home 
school co-ops, satellite campuses, and feeder schools would 
entail some coordination regarding curriculum, and so I'll be 
quite involved in all of those explorations. 
          I mentioned above that Mercy Ships will have a ship 
docked in Dakar for the next nine months. On board their ship 
which is essentially a floating hospital, they also have an acade-

my for the 50 students whose parents work there. Their school is 
an ACSI sister school to us, and so I hope to be able to collabo-
rate with them in ways that benefit the students and staff of our 
two schools. 
          So the year ahead has some exciting things to look for-
ward to. And there will no doubt be some surprises along the 
way as well. That seems to be the way God likes to work. 
 

How Might You Help Alfred?    
 
          Alfred Diatta is the 22-year-old son of Gabriel and Julian-
na Diatta. Gabriel works as a gardener at Dakar Academy, and 
his wife Julianna has been a cook and housekeeper in our home 
since 2010. Their son Alfred recently completed 

his baccalauréat exam successfully, which qualifies him for 
university-level studies. 
          Alfred is very keen to attend a technical school and be 
trained in computer repair. However, the income of his parents is 
such that he is unable to afford the cost of the program. He has 
spent the past year working for Dakar Academy as a mason's 
apprentice so he can save up money, but it won't be enough. 
Unskilled day laborers are only paid $10 per day here. 
          In our love for Alfred and his family, Mary Sue and I want 
to make it possible for him to get the training he is looking for. 
His income will eventually be the financial support for his par-
ents. Mom can't read or write, and although Dad is educated, a 
few years ago he suffered brain damage after a bout with a very 
serious fever. It impaired his hearing, his speech, and some oth-
er capacities. The sad reality is, Mom and Dad aren't very em-
ployable, and in the years to come, the family will be dependent 
on Alfred's income. 
          The school program only costs about $1000 per year. And 
honestly, Mary Sue and I could probably pay it all. However, for 
cultural reasons which would take some time to explain, it would 
be better if this funding came from us along with some friends of 
ours (you). And so we decided to extent to you the opportunity to 
contribute a gift toward Alfred's education. 
          If you want to join us in helping Alfred, please send us a 
personal email letting us know that, and we'll send you some 
instructions about how you can give a gift that will go toward Al-
fred's education.  
 
A Word in Closing 
 

For this letter the closing word is "grandpa," as in, "I'm going to 
be one!" Mary Sue and I couldn't be happier for our daughter 
Hannah and her husband Mark. 
 
Grateful for the opportunity to serve at Dakar Academy, 
Tim & Mary Sue Austin  

https://convergeworldwide.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25f1e2d3d0597bf9dabdbf038&id=fc5079c2bc&e=028689017e
https://convergeworldwide.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25f1e2d3d0597bf9dabdbf038&id=24ffe30120&e=028689017e
https://convergeworldwide.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25f1e2d3d0597bf9dabdbf038&id=b29e384ced&e=028689017e
https://convergeworldwide.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25f1e2d3d0597bf9dabdbf038&id=fb6e43f518&e=028689017e
https://convergeworldwide.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25f1e2d3d0597bf9dabdbf038&id=3810fc9d3c&e=028689017e
https://convergeworldwide.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25f1e2d3d0597bf9dabdbf038&id=3810fc9d3c&e=028689017e


New Journey Trekkers meet every 

Wednesday, 6:30-8:00pm. 

Wednesdays at 6:30-8:00pm 

neXt step presents: 

How To Study The Bible  

By: Rick Weinert 
Location: Calvary Evangelical Free 

Church in Bagley 
When: Mondays, October 14, 21, 28 & 

November 4, 11, 18 
Time: 6:00-9:00pm 

Suggested donation is $35.00 

Rotary Cook Needed 

The Fosston Rotary Club is looking for a 

new cook to prepare and clean up 

meals for them twice a month.  Any-

one interested can contact Pastor Josi-

ah Hoagland at (218) 368-7090. 

The NJC quilting 

group is collecting 

Palubicki’s receipts 

with purchases 

made by cash or 

check to fundraise 

for our missions 

groups.  Receipts 

can be dropped in 

the blue box located 

on the shelf by the 

kitchen phone. 

 Tuesday Bible Study 

6:30-8:00pm 
 Join us in studying God’s word 
and discussion on what we’ve 

read. 



 

 

By: Pastor Tyler Stynsberg 

If you’ve grown up in the church, chances are you’ve memorized a few 
Bible verses.  Perhaps some of those verses have been a great source 
of strength amid trying times.  I think it is also often the case that 
some verses become so familiar; we can spout them off without even 
really thinking of what it is we are saying. 

I went to Trout Lake Men’s retreat a couple weekends ago, and the 
speaker Pastor Steve Treichler, opened my eyes to see the weightiness 
I’d missed in a very familiar Bible verse, allowing me to marvel at 
God’s amazing love in a fresh and new way. 

To get to the insight of this verse, first we have to talk about words.  
We know words carry multiple meanings.  If I say, “It is very cool out-
side today,” you understand that I am speaking about temperature.  
But, if I were to say, “Tim Hanson, what a guy!  He is one cool cat!”  
You are not going to grab him a blanket, because he his hypothermic, 
nor will you assume him to be a feline.  You understand from context, 
that I am admiring Tim’s character. 

Pastor Steve pointed out that the Apostle John uses the word “world” 
a lot in his writings.  But he doesn’t use it the way we maybe often use 
it.  He isn’t talking about nature—bunny rabbits and beluga whales.  
He isn’t talking about the globe on which we live.  His use of the word 
is far more sinister. 

John 14 and 15 use this word a lot, so let’s look at “world” in the con-
text of these chapters. 

15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask 
the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forev-
er, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, be-
cause it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells 
with you and will be in you.—John 14:15-17 

John says that the world cannot receive the Spirit of truth—the Holy 
Spirit—because it neither sees him or knows him.  Using some detec-
tive skills, this tells us that the world are people, people deceived by 
lies because they cannot receive the Spirit of truth.  A little later on we 
read, 

22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will mani-
fest yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If 
anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, 
and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 Whoever 
does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that you 
hear is not mine but the Father's who sent me.—John 14:22-24 

Jesus says that those who belong to God will love Jesus and obey Je-
sus.  So, the world are those who are deceived by lies, cannot receive 
the truth, do not love Jesus, and do not obey Jesus.  Lastly let’s look to 
chapter 15 where Jesus says, 

18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated 
you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; 
but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you.—John 15:18-19 

The world is deceived by lies, cannot receive the spirit of truth, does 
not love Jesus or obey him, and in fact hates him, and hates anything 
and anyone who stands for him.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is where the fireworks went off in my brain.  A verse we all 
know… 

 

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoev-
er believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God 
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.—John 3:16 

God so loved the world.  What world? 

The world that was deceived by lies, believing life apart from God was 
better than life with God.  The world that didn’t love him or obey him.  
The world that hated him, and everything he stands for.  The world 
that stripped, him, beat him, mocked and spat upon him.  The world 
that nailed him to a cross. 

We were each a part of that world.  If we have put our faith in Jesus, 
John 15:19 says he chose us out of the world.  

God loved that world…you and me…that while we were yet sinners 
and enemies of God, he died for us, paying the price you and I de-
serve.  

There is no greater love in all the world! 


